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States and territories will have $10.8
billion available to provide health in-
surance coverage to children in 2005. It
has also been estimated that States
will only require $5.3 billion in fiscal
year 2005 to provide adequate coverage.
Although this is true in the aggregate,
this funding figure does not take into
account the realities of the existing
SCHIP financing system. These excess
funds are concentrated in low-spending
States that have not utilized their
SCHIP allotments in previous years,
and they are not available to States
facing Federal funding shortfalls. In
the absence of a fundamental alter-
ation of the current SCHIP financing
system, the aggregate funding in the
program is not relevant to critical
issue of whether there is adequate
funding within specific States.

Lastly, it has been proposed that the
Secretary of the Department of Health
and Human Services has the authority
to redistribute unspent allotments
from fiscal year 2002 to States where
Federal funding shortfalls are antici-
pated in fiscal year 2005. While it is en-
couraging that the concerns of States
facing an immediate shortfall in 2005
would be alleviated under this ap-
proach, our larger concern about the
long-term financial health of the
SCHIP in fiscal years 2006 and 2007 per-
sists. Eleven States would receive less
in redistributed fiscal year 2002 funds
under this proposal than they would
otherwise receive, and they would not
have access to the $1.07 billion in fed-
eral SCHIP funds that are scheduled to
expire.

The Children’s Health Protection and
Improvement Act addresses the long-
term Federal funding shortfalls in the
SCHIP program over the next 3 years.
The Governors of all 50 States have en-
dorsed our proposal and view it as a
comprehensive approach to addressing
the Federal SCHIP funding shortfalls
that will occur prior to the program’s
reauthorization in fiscal year 2007. We
stand ready to work with the Senate
leadership and the administration to
keep the SCHIP strong so that it may
continue to provide critical health care
coverage to uninsured children through
fiscal year 2007, when a more com-
prehensive resolution of the formula
problems can be explored.

——————

ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGY ACT OF
2004

Mr. DEWINE. Mr. President, I rise
today in support of the Assistive Tech-
nology Act of 2004, which passed the
Senate last week by unanimous con-
sent on September 30, 2004. I thank
Senator GREGG for his commitment to
this very important issue and to my
colleagues who have spent several
months working on this bill.

The Assistive Technology Act is leg-
islation that helps those individuals
with disabilities receive the necessary
equipment, devices, and services that
allow them to live independently, im-
prove their education, or assist with
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employment opportunities. This pro-
gram is open to all ages, so it may help
the smallest child receive equipment
that will help him or her in the class-
room or older adults who may need a
device to adapt their workspace so
they continue on the job.

Many States, such as Ohio, offer
many different services to individuals
with disabilities. Successful pro-
grams—equipment exchange programs
and demonstration centers, for exam-
ple—help ensure that the individual
needing assistance is receiving the ap-
propriate equipment to address the ob-
stacle he or she is trying to overcome.
Programs like these and the financial
loan program help provide everyone in
need with the opportunity to receive
and purchase the technology and de-
vices necessary to lead productive
lives.

This legislation is very important to
the millions of individuals with disabil-
ities living in the United States. Again,
I thank Senator GREGG and my col-
leagues on the HELP Committee for
working on this issue. I look forward to
working with my colleagues on other
legislation that will address the needs
of individuals with disabilities.

I ask unanimous consent the text of
three letters from groups supporting
the Assistive Technology Act be print-
ed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

DEAR CHAIRMAN GREGG AND SENATOR HAR-
KIN: On behalf of the National Association of
Assistive Technology Act Programs (ATAP),
I am writing to indicate our support for the
Senate’s passage of HR 4278, a bill to reau-
thorize the Assistive Technology Act. We un-
derstand it will be ‘‘hotlined” today.

Thank you for your work to bring this
process to this point. The bill allows AT pro-
grams to continue so that people with dis-
abilities can access assistive technology de-
vices and services. We hope to work with you
to make sure that the bill is adequately
funded in future appropriations bills so that
we can fully realize all of the goals of the
bill.

If you have questions or need additional in-
formation, please contact Jane West at 202—
289-3903 or jwest@wpllc.net.

Sincerely,
DEBORAH BUCK,
Executive Director.

DEAR MR. DEWINE: On behalf of the Asso-
ciation of University Centers on Disabilities
(AUCD) I would like to thank you for your
leadership and remarkable bi-partisan work
on HR 4278, the reauthorization of the Assist-
ive Technology Act. The bill will assist peo-
ple with disabilities throughout our country
who will be able to work more effectively,
learn at school and more fully participate in
their communities, thanks to their increased
access to assistive technologies.

We appreciate the hard work that has gone
into every phase of the process of developing
and negotiating this vital legislation. We are
especially pleased that the bill clearly delin-
eates the authorization of appropriations so
that state grants will have defined and equi-
table minimum allotment levels. We also ap-
preciate the fact that the bill provides flexi-
bility to states to design locally responsive
programs while still assuring a focus on ac-
tivities that will get assistive technology
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into the hands of the people that need it. We
are pleased, as well, that the bill has en-
hanced provisions for Research and Develop-
ment efforts.

The network of University Centers for Ex-
cellence in Developmental Disabilities rep-
resented by AUCD urge you to pass HR 4278
now, and we look forward to working with
you as you continue to work to ensure that
the future holds nothing but enhancements
of the programs and services authorized by
this legislation.

Thank you for your support of people with
disabilities and families who will now see in-
creased benefits from the vast technological
advances the 21st century will bring. And
thank you again for your bipartisan work
and your leadership.

Sincerely,
GEORGE JESIEN, PH.D.,
Executive Director.

Hon. MIKE DEWINE,
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC.

DEAR SENATOR DEWINE: On behalf of the
National Association of Protection and Ad-
vocacy Systems (NAPAS) we would like to
thank you for your leadership on assistive
technology and moving forward with the
process of reauthorizing the Assistive Tech-
nology Act of 1998. The substitute bill before
the Senate ‘“‘Improving Access to Assistive
Technology for Individuals with Disabilities
Act of 2004 represents a true bipartisan
piece of legislation.

The bill is a step forward for the protection
and advocacy system. The bill makes the fol-
lowing changes that we support: Establishes
a grant to the American Indian Consortium
for a Protection and Advocacy for Assistive
Technology (PAAT) program; establishes a
line item to fund the PAAT program; enables
a PAAT program to retain earned income for
an additional fiscal year beyond current law
and regulation; included language to con-
tinue needed training and technical assist-
ance for the PAAT program.

All of these changes to current law will
help make the PAAT program consistent
with other protection and advocacy pro-
grams. We are thankful for the hard work
and dedication of you and the staff who have
endeavored to improve this program for peo-
ple with disabilities.

Regrettably, the bill did not contain rec-
ommended language to include a provision
which would enable the minimum allotments
for states and territories to rise when the
program receives an appropriations increase.

Thank you very much for working in a bi-
partisan manner to move this legislation. We
look forward to working with you to enact
this into law this year. If you would like ad-
ditional information or have questions,
please contact myself or Nadia Facey, Public
Policy Analyst, at 202-408-9514.

Sincerely,
MAUREEN FITZGERALD,
President, Board of
Directors.
CURTIS L. DECKER,
Ezxecutive Director.

————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

IN CELEBRATION OF THE DEDICA-
TION OF PACIFICA STATE BEACH

e Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I take
this opportunity to recognize the City
of Pacifica for its efforts to renovate
and restore Pacifica State Beach.
California’s beaches are an integral
part of our State’s heritage. Whether
they are vast expanses of flat, sandy
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